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UFA tool instructions 

This tool can be used to: 

▪ Perform Usage fluctuation analysis on corpus historical data. 
▪ Automatically compare collocation use across time. 
▪ Categorise collocates as consistent, initiating, terminating and transient.  
▪ Visualize usage divergence trough a ‘peaks and troughs’ graph. 

Instructions: 

1) Prepare dataset capturing collocation use across time.  Each text file represents a particular 
period. The example below is taken from the EEBO corpus analysed using Lancaster CQPweb. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Line 1: header 

 
List of collocates (col. 2) 

and the information about 

their frequency (col. 5) 

and association measure 

value (col 7) 

 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/statistics-in-corpus-linguistics/4E530F86B328B2287681AD240796D2CF
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/statistics-in-corpus-linguistics/4E530F86B328B2287681AD240796D2CF


Brezina, V. (2018). Statistics in Corpus Linguistics: A Practical Guide. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press. 

 

2 

 

2) Select all text files with collocations (Ctrl+A) and zip them.  Make sure that the files are zipped 
from within the folder. 

 
3) Go to the UFA tool, locate the zip file and fill in the rest of the form. The default settings help 

process standard CQPweb collocation output. 

 

zip file location 

 

info about the 

time period 

 

info about how 

the data is 

structured 

 

statistical 

parameters for 

classification 

of collocates 

 

relative cut-off point applied 

when different amounts of data are 

available for different periods 

 

additional info if cut-

off poit is chosen 
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4) Click ‘Analyze’. 
5) The output 

 

 

 R code that performs the analysis can be viewed and copied when going with the mouse 
pointer to   

 

Graph: points of 

divergence in 

collocation use 

 

summary and full 

collocation 

dataset download. 

 

classification of 

collocates 
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